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The Missing Lady
An Adlington History

Introduction

Some years ago I realised that I knew little of my family history and
would not have much to pass on should anyone be interested. Although
many names had been dropped into conversation by my parents and
various little scraps of information scattered about, this did not get
anywhere near being a coherent account. The obvious route was to ask
my father (John Adlington 1897–1993) what he knew. There was some
urgency as he was about 90 at the time. Fortunately, his memory was
remarkably sharp and comprehensive.

I managed to note down many interesting snippets, particularly about his
mother and her background. I also produced a very basic family tree.
Later a much more comprehensive tree originally produced in 1936 by my
father’s cousin Joan Goddard (born 1920 and still going strong) and
updated in 1997, came my way. This confirmed that what my father had
told me was accurate and added much.

So matters rested until 2005 when my cousin Alan Burgoine produced a
reprint of a memoir of my grandfather the Rev. Arthur Adlington. A
complete surprise, as I could not recall having heard of it and as far as I
know there had not been a copy at home. This was intriguing as Arthur
had been the greatest influence on my father. Why then did this work not
have the pride of place on the bookshelf at home? This mystery is the
starting point and the hook on which the following pages hang.

The anonymously titled memoir of my
grandfather “Arthur Adlington, Methodist
Minister” has as its banner headline “Radiant
Faith” and was written shortly after his death in
1947. The main section and majority of the
memoir is followed by brief tributes by his close
family and from Methodist Ministers. The text is
what the title states, an account of his Christian
faith and calling before and during his ministry.
The memoir also purports to describe Arthur’s
family history, upbringing and life before his
ministry.

Is the memoir a full story of his life? Well no!
Page 12 of the memoir states “In May 1921,
Arthur married Florence Hobbs, a former Sister
in the East End Mission. This event was the
beginning of almost twenty-six years of happy

union in home-life and church work”. But a careful reading of the
memoir’s later sections particularly that written by his daughter Winifred
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make it clear that the Rev. Arthur had been married previously to the
union with Florence. It is also clear that Florence Hobbs was the
anonymous author of the main section of the memoir and that she had
left one very large omission; namely by the writing-out of my
grandmother. It therefore only seems fair that this account should start
with the story of Fanny Blyth Utting the ‘missing lady’.

Subsequently much further
information has come to hand
and the range of the work has
expanded with it. Thanks are
due to everyone who
contributed as this account
would indeed be slim without
them. Firstly and very
importantly Joan Goddard’s
husband Jeff Gray has
conducted thorough and
revealing investigations into
earlier Adlington history working
together with other distantly

related family on various records and sources. Of these, Kathryn Lewin,
a descendent of the George Adlington connected with the Blackwell Mining
Co, mentioned on page 14, clarified the tortuous subject of the various
Adlington mills and much else. These willing contributors I have used
extensively and the earlier family history section is largely the result of
their work. Joan has also supplied information and photographs. Dorothy
Roe has sent photographs and information on George Burton Adlington
and his family and Joan Catling material on her branch. My brother Philip
has supplied a large number of the photographs reproduced here and also
a number of letters, particularly those from Fanny Blyth. I have used
much material from the memoir of Arthur Adlington re-published by my
cousin Alan, and my other cousins have contributed various items that all
help to complete the picture. Late in the compiling this work, fascinating
and useful information came from Rupert Adlington Cadbury on the
distant connection with his family. Thanks too to Cameron Black who
spent much time checking the draft of this writing, any mistakes of
grammar or comprehension that have crept back in are entirely my
responsibility.

I feel fairly confident that though what follows may be hazy in detail it is
credible in general. This account cannot of course be a balanced or
complete one, as only information known now can be recounted.
Regrettably all other sources are no longer with us to consult, being long
gone. Consequently it is unavoidable that there is much about my
grandparents and their families but the account is sparser in other
directions. Should other or different information come to light; I would be
most interested to learn of it and would circulate it to interested parties.

Richard Adlington
Edinburgh
2007 (Revised January 2012.)

Arthur & Florence.
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The Missing Lady
Fanny Blyth Utting 24 May1865 – 4 April 1919.

My father John Adlington always talked much more about his mother’s
family than of his father’s. In fact he knew nothing of Adlington family
history prior to that of his own great-grandfather. There had not been too
high a regard for his paternal grandfather William who was regarded as a
drunken miner. The Uttings on the other hand were far more prosperous
and respectable.

Arthur Adlington married Fanny Blyth
Utting on 26 February 1894 at
Mansfield in Nottingham. He was 24
and a Coal Miner. She was 28 and a
School Mistress. Arthur married ‘above
himself’. Fanny’s family were not
impressed at the match and only one
member, her younger sister Alice,
attended the ceremony. The two
sisters travelled by train and cab from
Kegworth in Leicestershire via
Nottingham on the morning of the
wedding.

Fanny wrote to Arthur twice shortly
before the big day; on 15 February and
again with four days to go on the 22nd.
These letters are remarkable and show
the love match that existed between
them – clearly remaining for their

whole married life. Fanny signs herself as ‘Margotte’. It has now been
revealed that in later life she was known as ‘Aunt Margotte’ within the
wider family. The start of the first letter is concerned with the various
furnishings she had got together and was sending. Chairs had been
mended and varnished and instructions were given for hanging curtains.
Fanny then writes that her mother was ill in bed and needed much
attention (her father was too busy to be of much help with the wedding
preparations). She also talks about her own recent serious illness and
“did not think that I would get better, to have to die just as I had got you
who loved me and whom I loved with all my heart. I hope in the time to
come I may be able to repay you in some measure for all the love and
care you bestowed on me during that time.”

The second letter is very touching and I quote extensively from it. “I
suppose that this is the last letter I shall write to you as ‘my lover’, only
three more days then I shall be your wife. I would not change with
anyone in the world. I trust we may be as happy in our married life as we
have been in our courting days (15 months) for dearest it has been a very
happy time to me though we have had much trouble during the time.

Fanny Blyth Utting
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About the mischief making, I think I can match them as I did when people
expressed surprise at me having you. Anyone who says anything about
that I don’t like won’t get a very warm greeting the next time I see them.
I am afraid you will find many things in me you will not like, but I hope
that you will be patient with me. I will try to be a good wife to you. But
Arthur there is one thing I want to ask you never to do and that is to
doubt my love for you, whatever happens never do that. God knows no
woman has ever loved a man truer than I have loved you.

I cannot put into words all that is in
my heart, it is impossible. …… I am
astonished sometimes when I think
you have chosen me for I have
nothing to recommend me but my
love for you but I hope that I shall
be more useful to you than I
anticipate. Take care of yourself my
love during the few remaining days
till I see you.”

In the first four years of their
marriage, they lived at Sutton Road
Hucknall Nottinghamshire. Life must
have been hard for Fanny, particularly as she gave birth three times
during that period. First was Elsie on 3 May 1895 who died on 27 Feb.
1896, then my father John in June 1896 and thirdly, Hector in 1898. In
1898 Arthur started moving his ever growing family around the country
when he first became an evangelist and in 1907 an ordained Methodist
Minister. By the end of Fanny’s life they had then moved from the
Nottingham Mission to the completely varied locations, of Tideswell in
remote peak district, to the Clydebank Mission, to the shipbuilding town of
Barrow-in Furness and lastly the East End of London Mission, Cable St.

Four further children were born, Ernest in
1900, Ellen in 1903, Winifred in 1905 and
George in 1907 who only lived for a few
months and is buried in Tideswell. Life
may have been hard but all the accounts
show that the family had great fun.
Arthur had a fine tenor voice and like his
older brother played a harmonium. I
recall when my father and his brother and
sisters got together it was very noisy.
They were very close and fond of each
other and sang, played games, told jokes
and talked at high volume – often all at
the same time. This was a legacy from
and an accurate reflection of their original

happy home life with Arthur and Fanny.

Fanny must have worked grindingly hard as a mother, home-maker and
later with all the duties expected of a minister’s wife. Ministers could be

Can this be the wedding? Arthur
looks old for 24 but others who
would have been present can
possibly be identified.

Fanny with Ernest 1900
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said to live a middle-class existence on what is not much more that a
working-class income. My father wrote of his time in Tideswell that “my
parents had a hard time with a family of five. My mother made bread like
most other women and could afford only the cheapest meat. Bacon was a
luxury which I first tasted at my grandfather’s house in Kegworth”. She
also made her children’s clothes. My father remembered very well the
amazed reaction from local lads when he and his brother Hector attended
school for the first time in Clydebank dressed in the sailor suits lovingly
made up by their mother.

The contrast between her life in a miner’s
cottage without a bathroom and her
previous more comfortable life must have
been great but there is never a hint that
she regretted her course in any way. Her
background was unusual for a miner’s
wife. Fanny was the favourite niece of her
aunt Ellen, married to Ernest Stone who
had a business in Vienna. I will give
more details of this connection in a later
section. The Stones did not to my
knowledge have any children and Fanny
spent some time in Vienna as a girl. She
is absent from the 1881 Census at
Kegworth and a credible explanation
would be that she was in Austria then. My
father remembers his family receiving
from the Stones very welcome hampers
from Fortnum & Mason at Christmas.
Fanny used occasionally to speculate what
they might do when ‘her ship came in’.

Unfortunately in 1914 it not being the best time for an English business in
Vienna, the ship sank. Her son Ernest was named after Mr Stone and I
suspect that her daughter Ellen was named after her Aunt.

For two and a half years from 1887 to 1889 Fanny trained to become an
Assistant School Mistress at Clutton School in Bristol before returning to
take up a post at Huthwaite Nottinghamshire where she must have met
Arthur some time later. Prior to leaving Bristol Fanny received two
testimonials from which I quote. “She has filled her post most
satisfactorily during the time she has worked at the school. She has had
the sole charge of Standard 1 & 2 consisting of about 45 children. She is
painstaking and energetic. As to discipline and attention to duty,
exceedingly good, her classes passing a very high percentage. Miss F
Utting passed standard II with 99% in November 1888, has done equally
as well in the scripture examination. She is an excellent disciplinarian
too”.

Unexpectedly on 4 April 1919 Fanny died in the great flu epidemic. Fanny
was greatly loved and her death was a devastating loss to the family.
Just before on 27 March she wrote from 7 Bromley Road Stepney to her
son Hector who was still in the army and on his way to Germany in the

Fanny in later life
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occupation force, hoping that he would soon be released. Also mentioned
is her son Ernest who was about to be discharged from the RAF who to his
lasting sadness did not make it home in time. The main news given is the
sickness suffered by most of the rest of the family. “John was in with the
flu all last week, began school on Monday. Father began on Wednesday
night, Thursday Winnie began too…..He (Arthur) has promised to stay a
sixth year (at Stepney) and I am afraid he has done wrong. I don’t think
that his health will stand it; however we will see. He has broken down
two or three times lately.”

It would have been an enormous shock for Hector to then receive another
letter dated April 4, but this time from Arthur. “Be brave for I have the
saddest news in all the world to write to you. Your mother took ill on
Tuesday with sickness and a chill which developed into influenza and
pneumonia and this morning at 5.10 she passed away in her sleep. She
was in great pain Wednesday and Thursday and the only relief was
through injections. So she has gone without a parting word. We are all
heartbroken. “It is the Lord’s will, not ours, that has been done”, Winnie
says. Come home as soon as you can. Let me know if it is necessary for
me to write to the officer commanding for you to get leave.”

Utting Family Background.

Fanny’s father was Joseph Augustus Utting
and her mother Fanny Brighton Blyth, both
born in 1843; Joseph at Walton Le Wold
Leicestershire and Fanny Brighton at St Omer
France. Fanny Blyth was the eldest of their
children born in 1865. Joseph Utting expected
his sons to leave home soon after they left
school and earn their own living. There were
eight other children
ranging from Herbert
born in 1866, who
became a grocer in St.
John’s Wood, Caroline
1868 and Florence 1869
both of whom died in
infancy, Harry 1870
who later ran a

Hector Utting
Augustus, Fanny Brighton,
Harry & “Polly?” Utting
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guesthouse in Rhyll, Alice 1872, the one who attended Fanny’s wedding,
married a butcher called Thirkettle, Hector born 1874
who became one of the founding buyers of Bentalls
the Department store in Kingston, a formidable, even
terrifying figure to his staff, remembered there for
years, Maddeline 1876, who seems also to have
married a Thirkettle, the Master of the Nottingham
Workhouse and Blanche 1880, later married to Fred
Seal who worked for the Midland Railway at Hendon.

Joseph Utting was described on Fanny’s birth
certificate in 1865 as a Grocer (Master), but in the

1881 census as a Grocer’s Assistant which status may be a mistake or a
miss-copying. The census shows him living at Ivanhoe House. Packlington
Hill. Kegworth. The household comprised his wife
Fanny Brighton, his eldest son Herbert 14 (a
Grocer’s apprentice), four other children (all
scholars), two lodgers (dressmaker’s assistants)
and Lucy Stokes (a general servant). On Fanny
and Arthur’s wedding certificate in 1894 Joseph
had advanced to being an Accountant. My
understanding was that he was later known as an
estate agent, managing and possibly also owning
property in and around Kegworth Leicestershire
where he lived.

Blyth Family Background.

Very little is known about Fanny Brighton
Blyth (1843-1925) except that she was born
at St Omer; her mother (name unknown) was
French. In the 1881 census Fanny Brighton is
described as being a dressmaker. Her
photograph shows a formidable looking lady,
in line with a demanding nature hinted at by
her daughter Fanny in her letter to Arthur.
Fanny Brighton’s father was a ‘Captain’ John
Willis Blyth who was a British Army officer who
settled in France after the Napoleonic wars.
Fanny believed that he had been at Waterloo
but in this she was not correct. I suspect that
the story came from his being in the army at
the time of Waterloo, though it is possible that

he encouraged the story. There were large numbers of surplus, often
impoverished officers who lived on the continent on half-pay at that time
as it was much more affordable than returning to Britain.

There is a considerable gap between 1816, when John Willis retired from
the army and 1843 when Fanny Brighton was born. It may well have
been some time before her father settled down and got married. Fanny
Brighton had one sister, Ellen. Ellen Stone’s photograph shows a very

Maddeline Utting

Blanche Utting

Fanny Brighton Blyth 1902
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elegant figure. Ellen married
Ernest Stone who was or later
became the business partner
of Ellen and Fanny’s father
John Willis Blyth. They
founded a small department
store in Vienna named Stone
& Blyth. This was an up-
market concern that catered
for the considerable expatriate
community in Vienna. The
shop can still be found at 41
Karnterstrasse, just down
from St Stephen’s Cathedral.
In 2005 the building was a
smart men’s-wear shop
downstairs and a casino
upstairs. The business
remained under the Stones
ownership until 1914 after
which it continued under
Austrian control.

Army lists and Royal Artillery
officer posting records at
Woolwich reveal details of
John Willis Blyth’s actual

military career. He was commissioned on 24 October 1803 as a 1st Lieut.
Commissary in Captain Massey’s D Troop Corps of Royal Artillery Drivers
based at Colchester. He was joined there in June 1804 by a William Blyth
in the same rank who must have been related, quite likely a younger
brother. John Willis remained as a 1st Lieut. until 1816 when he retired on
full pay. Full pay was a most unusual retiral arrangement which only
seemed to have applied to this particular Corps and for officers of it
commissioned prior to 1806. Records show his death on 18 July 1857.
His birth date is unknown but he must have lived to a good age as even
being a young officer of say 20 in 1803, this would have made him 74. He
may have been popularly described as ‘Captain’ after retiring to France, or
by his descendents, or may have promoted himself.

Knowledge of John Willis’s active military career other than that shown by
movement records is available in the Challis Peninsula Roll Call (after the
First World War, Capt. Lionel S Challis spent the best part of three
decades in compiling a record of the 9600 British Officers who served
there). Large portions of most of the Troops of Artillery Drivers served
abroad, particularly under Wellington in Portugal and Spain between 1808
and 1814. His D Troop stayed at Colchester except for a small
detachment going on the abortive Copenhagen expedition in 1807 and
another to Walcheren, Holland in 1809. However John Willis was
seconded to C Troop at Lisbon in April 1811 but was back in England in
July 1812. During this brief visit to the peninsula he was present at the
first siege of Badajoz and then at the bloody battle of Albuera, where he

Ellen Stone
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was wounded. He was granted the general service medal for Albuera and
returned to the peninsular from January 1813 to 1814 which would have
seen him advancing into Western France.

William Blyth’s military career was also active. In 1809, 53 drivers, 10
NCOs and various tradesmen, with Lieut. William Blyth as the only officer,
served in the disastrous invasion of Walcheren. Nothing was achieved
there and most of our army returned devastated by fever. In 1814
William is listed as being at Odeltown in Ontario taking part in the war
with the Americans. He would have returned in 1815 but died on 1
Aug.1816, probably paying the price for his earlier service in Holland.

The Corps of Royal Artillery Drivers.

The Corps occupies an obscure corner of military history. Traditionally
guns and artillery transport had been moved by civilian contractors; not a
satisfactory arrangement as for example once guns had been moved to a
battlefield, the contractors would speedily disappear removing their
precious horses with them. The operation was militarised in 1794 but the
resulting formation also proved to be far from satisfactory. The Corps was
largely disbanded after the peace of Amiens in 1801. When hostilities
with Napoleon recommenced in 1803, it was recruited again and John
Willis was among the first officers commissioned. Its brief existence
ended in 1822 when it was fully integrated with the Royal Artillery.

The officers were not regarded as being gentlemen by the rest of the
army and very probably many of them were not. Although the Corps of
drivers was part of the Royal Artillery, it formed a separate unit within it.
This was a structural weakness that made for many difficulties. In the
field the Corps was split into small units distributed amongst the various
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locations of individual artillery batteries. It is recorded that in Spain one
battery commander refused to allow the officers of the drivers any
authority over them save for paying them. In fact the Corps was grossly
under-officered and it had no senior officers above the rank of Captain.
For instance when the army in 1808 first went to what was to become
Wellington’s army in Portugal, it was accompanied by 1402 artillery
drivers, 118 NCOs and various tradesmen but only 16 officers.

The Corps had a poor reputation in the peninsula. Alexander Dickson,
Wellington’s fine artillery commander described it as an ‘Augean Stable’;
many officers he claimed, were indifferent to their duty, escaped service
by spurious claims of infirmity, and made no attempt to pay their men,
whose money was in some cases years in arrears. An officer in the Royal
horse artillery referred to the Corps as ‘that nest of infamy’. I suspect
that there is some truth in these allegations but also that the officers of
the Corps were in a highly frustrating position, unregarded and largely
unsupported. Also Wellington was in constant difficulties in finding funds
to pay the troops and the drivers were probably near the bottom of the
pecking order. Perhaps the Corps lacked someone to record their un-
glamorous and difficult tasks. All the officers cannot have been
completely incompetent as the guns and ammunition somehow or other
always managed to get moved into action on the many battlefields of the
Peninsula War.

Adlington Family History.

The Name and Place.
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The name is Anglo-Saxon, its origins best demonstrated by how the town
of Adlington in Lancashire became so named. The last parts of the name
Adlington ‘ington’ derive from people and place and ‘Ad’ from Eadwulf or
perhaps Prince Eadwulf; therefore meaning the people of the place of
Eadwulf, or Eadwulf’s Tun or Town. Down the centuries the spelling of the
name has changed. In 1190 it was Edeluinton, in1202 Adelventon, in
1246 Adelinton and finally in 1288 Adlington. Adlington Hall, Lancashire,
originally Elizabethan but rebuilt on Georgian lines in 1771 was
demolished in the 1960’s.

The estate fell in and out of possession of the Adlington family for almost
five centuries. Adam de Adlington, Knight is recorded as being in
residence there in 1203. The family lost the estate after a John Adlington
backed the wrong side - Richard III at the battle of Bosworth in 1485.
Another John Adlington died supporting Charles I at the siege of Chester
and the estate was sequestered until the restoration in 1660. Following
the death of the last of the male line, Peter Adlington, in 1688, the estate
was sold to the Clayton family. There exists another Adlington Hall in
Cheshire which has been occupied by the Legh family since 1315.
Whether or not there is any family connection with either of these places
is impossible to tell.

Adlingtons in the Nottinghamshire Area.

Many Adlingtons were settled in the Counties of Nottingham and
Derbyshire as far back as records show. The Chesterfield parish records
starting around 1600 show Adlingtons as yeoman farmers holding land
under various forms of tenure and branching out into associated activity.
They built windmills and water wheels for grinding corn, creating
landmarks throughout the two counties. There is a documented family
link with two of these mills as shown below in the account of the first
recorded John Adlington and younger son Robert whose descendents
became much more prosperous.

Other Adlington records with no known link with ‘our’ family include a
Thomas Adlington who became coroner of the Scarsdale Hundred (an
early Anglo Saxon county division) and his son was the local hangman.
In contrast, the Quarter Session records of 4 November 1772 show what
is best described as an alleged rape case, “Sarah Siddon who says that
Robert and Jonathan Adlington threatened to take her life if she did not
father them a child, which she did. Since then they have threatened her
again”. The records of the transportation of felons show a George
Adlington for 1758. The same list also show a William Burton and a
Joseph Alsop, surnames that feature in the next century connected with
the marriage of Arthur Adlington’s father.

The Origins of ‘Our’ Branch of the Adlingtons.

Certain knowledge of ‘our’ branch of Adlington can be traced back to John
Adlington (here-after for convenience referred to as ‘John of Tibshelf’) in
about 1662, a farmer at Tibshelf in Derbyshire very close to the
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Nottingham border. His family stayed and married in much the same
compact area of Tibshelf, Newton, Huthwaite and Sutton. Eldest sons
inherited the farm and younger sons became carpenters for several
generations and latterly coal miners. They settled in Hucknall under
Huthwaite, known today simply as Huthwaite, and Sutton in Ashfield in
Nottinghamshire with land holdings at nearby Skegby. For some time
records reveal that there was a tradition of naming the first son Richard
and the second John but there is also a confusing repetition of William,
George and Jonathan down and across the generations. It will be
reassuring to members of the family today to observe the ripe old ages
achieved by their (male) predecessors shown below. Not so fortunate
were many of their wives who often died after much child-bearing, leaving
their widower to marry again.

John Adlington
Farmer. Birth date c.1662. Died c.1744.

‘John of Tibshelf’ made a will in 1739 being “sick and weak in body but
praised be almighty God of sound and perfect memory” that was proved
in 1744. He describes himself as a Husbandman, (a working farmer,
manorial tenant). He makes provision for his wife of £5 per year “if does
not see fit to live with her eldest son Richard”. She is not named but
shown as Mariae (sic) in the baptism record of their son John. He then
leaves 50 shillings to each of his other children John, Mary, Elizabeth,
William and Robert and 20 shillings to his grandchildren of whom only
Jonathan son of Robert is listed at that time. His “sone” David Nayl,
actually his son-in-law married to Mary, retains the right to live in a
tenement owned by John. All other goods and chattels of the farm are left
to his eldest son Richard.

John of Tibshelf’s Ancestry: a Speculation.

Documents have not been found giving John’s exact dates of birth or
death but we have his will and details of his children. Neither have we
any information on his predecessors or of any brothers or sisters. In the
‘Cadbury chart’ (see page 17), a George Adlington is shown marrying into
the Sampson family and there is an incomplete reference to George’s
Adlington ancestors. Other research confirms and completes this
connection as shown in the following succession.

John Adlington. c.1550-c.1618. Tibshelf. Sp. Emma Brown.
William Adlington. Died c. 1675. Tibshelf. Sp. Mary.
William Adlington. c.1641 - 1714. Sp. Anna Summers.
Jonathan Adlington. Born. Tibshelf. 1665 - c. 1744. Sp. Mary Balme.
George Adlington. Born Ault-Hucknell 1705-1799. Sp. Elizabeth Boot.
George Adlington. 1743 - 1800. Sp. Dorothy Sampson.

Going back to the Jonathan Adlington listed above; records reveal that he
had an elder brother John born 1662 with no further details given. An
obvious conclusion would be that John died in infancy and the next son
was named Jonathan in his memory. However Jonathan’s own eldest sons
both of whom survived are also named John and Jonathan, seemingly
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fulfilling a family tradition. It is a reasonable assumption that the earlier
Tibshelf Adlingtons were farmers. Jonathan seemingly did not inherit the
farm as two of his children are shown as being born away from Tibshelf at
Hucknell and Blackwell. It is not then a great leap to conclude that his
brother John had the inheritance in the small rural area of Tibshelf. It is a
slightly larger leap that this John is the same person as ‘our’ John of
Tibshelf. The birth date is about right as is the location. This
amalgamation of the Adlington’s of Tibshelf gathers conviction on grounds
of probability, logic and neatness but lack of documented proof would not
validate this conclusively to a historian. The consequence of accepting
this conclusion is that our ancestors can be dated back a further three
generations to the later 1500s.

John’s son Robert: Corn Mills and Cadburys.

Robert (1706 -1784) was the youngest son of ‘John of Tibshelf’. The
widespread ownership by his descendents of corn mills is well
documented. A further but interesting digression from ‘our’ direct line is a
subsequent marriage into the Cadbury family. This is a complicated
business and best explained by reference to the page 17 Simplified
Adlington/Cadbury Chart and to the Elizabeth (Adlington) Cadbury Family
Tree. There is a double connection. The first link relies on John of
Tibshelf’s brother being Jonathan. The second and more certain link is
through Robert, whose wife Catrine Neale is confirmed on both the
Cadbury Tree and by the research behind the Adlington Direct Line Tree.

Corn Mills.

Robert’s descendents
prospered, with ownership of
land holdings and several mills
and with interests in mines and
building. There also were good
marriages including later with
the Cadbury family. Robert’s
son William (1734-1820) is
described as a wheelwright of
Blackwell, Derbyshire. Robert’s
grandson William (1772-1842)
however was the owner of the

Wheatsheaf Inn at Tibshelf, clearly enterprising and successful as he is
also listed as a miller and brick maker. Additionally, he built Forest Mill.
William had three sons, William, George and Richard all of whom inherited
property.

William’s youngest son Richard
(1809-1845), married to Ann
Downing, had operated Forest Mill
and he inherited it. In turn
Richard’s son William Downing
Adlington (1834-1895) inherited

Tower or Adlington Mill

King’s Mill
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the mill but he was also a noted builder, (perhaps he inherited the
brickworks too). William Downing’s brother, Richard George, who was
unmarried, owned another mill at Skegsby. Both the mills ended up in
the ownership of W. Brooke Stevens who had married William Downing’s
sister Martha (1835-1879). This would suggest that William Downing too
was either unmarried or was without issue. In 1867 the family also built
Tower Mill also known as Adlington Mill, at Sutton Junction, Mansfield

William’s middle son George (1808-1878)
inherited land at Little Moor, Hucknall
which he either sold or rented out.
Subsequently all the money of this branch
of the family was lost being “poured down
the black hole of the Blackwell Mining
Co”. William’s oldest son William (1805-
1872) lived at and later inherited King’s
Mill at Mansfield. William married

Dorothy Sampson, one of several links with that family. Their son William
Sampson Adlington (1834-1890) inherited sufficient money to
subsequently move to Ilkeston where his funeral report describes him as a
JP and a miller and colliery proprietor of Kirk Hallam Hall.

The Cadbury Connection.

Various members of the Cadbury family are
shown attending William Sampson Adlington’s
funeral. His sister Elizabeth had married Richard
Cadbury in 1861. Elizabeth had been a school
friend of Richard’s sister and was described as a
“bright, vivacious girl, slim and graceful in figure
and with a sweet, intelligent face. She was a
good conversationalist and an excellent needle-
woman. Her father, William Adlington was a well
known member of the Society of Friends. Richard
bought a small house in Birmingham, number 17
Wheeley’s road and devoted much of his spare
time to beautifying the garden and making a
rockery. They were married on 24 July at
Mansfield. After the ceremony there was a large
family gathering at King’s Mill, the home of the

bride’s parents”.
Richard Cadbury (1835-1899) took over the
running of the chocolate business when he was
21 together with his younger brother George.
His father John the founder of the concern had
become a semi-invalid. The business ultimately
became strong but at first lost money and both
brothers considerably depleted the £4000
legacy left to each of them by their mother
keeping it afloat. Richard is recorded as being
an energetic and inventive developer of the

House at King’s Mill
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company; an exceptionally good salesman and careful credit controller.
In 1868 he had the novel idea of decorating chocolate box lids with
pictures. These he painted himself and his first one was a picture of his
and Elizabeth’s little daughter Jessie holding a kitten. His Quaker family
background brought firm values and a close relationship with his
employees whom he helped when they were in trouble. It was stressed to
new staff the importance of pure morals and of practical Christianity.

In spite of long working hours Richard Cadbury found time for many other
activities. He was an all-round sportsman
playing football and cricket and also went
in for boating, camping and climbed peaks
in Switzerland. He would rise at 5 on
winter’s mornings to skate for a couple of
hours before starting work. Richard was
greatly involved in Christian and
philanthropic work including in 1869
founding a crèche in Birmingham for
uncared toddlers from the back streets.

Richard and Elizabeth had five children,
Barrow (1862 – 1958), Alice (1864, died at
7 months), Jessie (1865
– 1956), William
Adlington 1867 – 1957)
and Richard (1868 –
1935). The second son
William Adlington
Cadbury became
Chairman of Cadbury’s,

Lord Mayor of Birmingham and founder of the Charitable
Trust that to this day bears his name and is devoted to
furthering his many social and charitable activities.
Elizabeth herself died in 1868 ten days after the birth of
her son Richard. Richard Cadbury remarried Emma
Wilson in 1871 who producing four further children.
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Simplified
Adlington/Cadbury Family
Tree using information from
sources covered on pages
12 & 13
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This chart was made by
William Adlington
Cadbury. The
incomplete link with the
Adlingtons on the left
has been completed on
page 12. Other
information is verifiable
but six out of ten of
Robert Adlington’s
children are missing and
an extra son, Thomas
has probably been
incorrectly ascribed to
him.
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T

Adlington Family
Tree showing the
direct line from
John c. 1692 to
Arthur 1869 -
1947



21

The Direct Line

John Adlington.
Carpenter. Born 1691. Died not later than 1766.

John, born in 1691, was the second son of John of Tibshelf born c.1662
(see page 12). He and his wife Sarah had four children baptised at St
Mary’s Parish Church of Sutton-in-Ashfield starting in 1732 but the
register has no entry for John or Sarah. Baptism dates suggest a
marriage in about 1730. Later a will was found in the Nottinghamshire
Archives drawn up in 1766 by Sarah widow of John. This reveals three
more children. She leaves sums of £10 to her sons John, William and
Joseph and also to two grandchildren and £20 to her son George and
daughter Sarah. The eldest daughter Mary is not mentioned but it is
possible that she was married to Samuel Stafford a ‘brother’ who her son
Richard subsequently appointed as executor in his own will of 1782.
Alternatively Samuel could have married Sarah’s youngest daughter
Sarah. Sarah’s will was proved in 1770 and she is buried at Sutton-in-
Ashfield on 5th April 1770 but no maiden name has been found.

The bulk of Sarah’s estate goes to her son Richard, carpenter and sole
executor. A document in the form of a bond has been found for £200
indicating some kind of duty payable to the Commissary of the Exchequer
at the court of the Archbishop of York, pending the drawing of a true and
perfect inventory of Sarah’s estate. Although Sarah is described as being
of Hucknall under Huthwaite, property is shown as being located at
Skegby a couple of miles away. It can reasonably be concluded from all
this that the eldest son Joseph, who only received a token legacy, had
already inherited the bulk of his fathers estate after his death sometime
before 1766. All this indicates a fairly prosperous background for the
family.

Richard Adlington
Carpenter. Born 1734. Died c1782.

There is a baptism date in 1734 for Richard and 1732 for his wife Ruth
Leeson, daughter of William and Mary Leeson.

Banns of marriage were published between John Fletcher and Ruth Leeson
on three Sundays – 15, 22 and 29 May 1759. Intriguingly, further Banns
were published between Richard Adlington and Ruth Leeson on three
Sundays 2, 9 and 18 October 1759. Both entries fall on the same page
of the register with only one other entry in between. Presumably, John
and Ruth broke it off at this late stage and she went ahead with a
marriage to Richard some five months later on 18 October 1757. Four
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children were baptised by the couple, the two sons Richard and John both
going into business as carpenters.

Richard drew up a will two years after his mother’s death in 1772. The
two executors are Samuel Stafford his brother in law and his cousin
William Leeson. His wife pre-deceased him and he lived for a further
seven years.

John Adlington
Carpenter. Born 1770. Died 1841.

John was the younger son of Richard Adlington 1734 –82. He and his
older brother Richard were carpenters or joiners. Both left similar estates
and give the impression of enjoying success in their respective
businesses.

John married Martha Moore of South Normanton on 14 June 1804. Her
parents were Thomas and Hannah Moore. They had seven children but
tragically five of them died in infancy leaving only the first-born Mary and
the last-born Thomas to reach adulthood. Four infants are buried with
their parents in section ‘A’ of the churchyard of St. Mary’s Sutton-in –
Ashfield. Martha died in 1815 two years after the birth of Thomas. Much
later in 1836, John re-married a spinster Mary Shacklock.

There is a pattern here as John’s brother Richard also remarried,
demonstrating the hard and often short lives wives had with repeated
constant childbirth. Richard’ first wife Ann Penistant must have died
giving birth to their fourth daughter on 1 June 1791. On 25 July the next
year he married Margaret Boot who subsequently produced two sons and
a further daughter. It could be to speculation that the Boot connection
brought at least part of the Adlington family to Methodism, as it was an
Eleazor Boot that pioneered and nurtured the denomination locally.

In 1840 John drew up a will together with a schedule of goods and
chattels. The estate left £80 to his second wife Mary, together with the
lifetime right to live in his dwelling house with garden and a list of
chattels. His daughter also received £80. The balance of the estate and
the carpentry business were left to his son Thomas.

Thomas Adlington
Carpenter. Born 1813. Died 1884.

Thomas the son of John (1770-1841) married Mary Vallance at St Mary’s
Church, Sutton-in Ashfield on 1 March 1836. She was born in nearby
Pinxton just over the border in Derbyshire. They had eight children, all of
whom survived. Mary’s parents were William Vallance and Elizabeth
Fisher. Mary died in 1868 and Thomas remarried at age 60 in 1874 Ann
Adams a widow also aged 60. This marriage was held to be illegal and a
scribbled note in the register suggests that this was because only one
witness was present. The ceremony was repeated some eight months
later.
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The 1841 Census shows Thomas and his family living in Club Row,
Hucknall under Huthwaite. Next door lived his stepmother Mary (nee
Shacklock) together with a 15 year old Martha Adlington of unknown
connection.

When the Rev. Charles Bellairs arrived in 1868 to take over the parish of
Sutton, he was startled to find that many of the children had not been
baptised. He immediately started mass baptisms in the schoolroom. The
youngest child of Thomas and Mary had reached 13 and was one of the
first to be given the treatment. Incidentally, Joe Hall Goddard (later the
son-in-law of William Adlington – see next generation), then five and his
brother William were also roped in.

Thomas died in 1884 aged 72, the cause of death being given as
sunstroke. He is buried in the churchyard of St. Mary’s. Our line then
passes to Thomas’s second son William (1842-1908), the father of Rev.
Arthur Adlington. Only a little is known of Thomas’s other seven children.
John the eldest became a joiner and there is no knowledge of his marrying
or having children. He is also reputed to have been a well known
Nottingham poacher. His business may have faltered as in 1881 he is
shown as a lodger in the home of his sister Mary Ann at Sherwood Park,
Huthwaite. Mary Ann married aged 17 or 18 in 1867 and had 5 children
by 1875. Her 30 year old husband Charles Vardy sadly died at the end of
1874. Mary Ann was re-married to a miner Charles Smith and produced
two further children in 1877 and 1880. Charles Smith also brought two of
his own children to what have must have been a very full house. Large
families were the pattern for other of Thomas’s children. George had
seven, Thomas (a miner), three and Martha eight. It is not known how
many of these survived to adult-hood.

Will of John Adlington 1739
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William Adlington.
Miner. Born 1842. Died 1908

William was the second son of
Thomas Adlington (1813-
1884). He was also referred to
(at least by his immediate
descendents) as Bill or ‘Black
Adlington’ a reference to his
fondness for drink. Unlike his
brother John who continued in
the family tradition as a joiner,
William became a miner and
worked in the local pit off
Blackwell Road, Hucknall under
Huthwaite, until the late
1860s, when it closed because
of flooding. It is not known
where he worked after this as
production in the New Hucknall
Colliery did not start until
1878. Mining was a wet, dirty
and exhausting business and
this would have been at least a
factor in his spending time
before the welcoming fire in

the pub together with his workmates on the way home. His son Arthur
(reputedly not a man to say anything derogatory of anyone), remarked to
my then 12 year old father on the way out of William’s funeral that his
father had not been as good as he was himself. This sounds self-
righteous to modern ears but was probably made in sadness or reflects
the more rigid, firmly held and practised moral and religious values that
were widespread at that time.

His wife was Mary Burton (1843 –
1923), probably also from Huthwaite.
She was one of 7 children – Elizabeth,
Benjamin, Selina, John, William and
Ann. She must have been at the
younger end as her mother was born in
1806. Her mother was Emma Alsop
who married Ralph Burton. The only
other information I have is that Emma’s
father was William Alsop.

William & Mary Burton

The Wedding of Joe Hall Goddard and
Annie Elizabeth Adlington. Mary
Burton, seated next to groom &
William seated behind.
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In Arthur’s memoir Mary is described as being a heroine, of fine presence
and character. Her photograph certainly indicates a strong character.
She had “a deep love of God and the Church, was upright and had much
grit and courage, she hated with all her heart, drink and the destruction it
caused. She had the joy of seeing her four children grow up total
abstainers.” Also, “home was a humble one where strict economy was
necessary.” Details are given of the small treats she prepared for her
children and how she ensured that they were carefully dressed for Sunday
school. The home was busy with music and visitors (many men being
saved from the pub on Saturday evenings and fed baked potatoes).

William is also described as “a hard working man, but a portion of his
small income was regularly spent at the public house. This caused (his
wife) much suffering in body and mind”. This is a large understatement
and the following account from another source shows the extent to which
their fundamental domestic disharmony developed.

Once when William came home
the worse for drink, Mary
escaped him by running across
the fields, pursued by him. She
suffered a miscarriage following
this incident and they separated
for a while. The 1881 census
showed them living apart with
William having taken up
residence in his father’s house.
They came together again and
their last child Annie was born in
1885 – nine years after Mary
Emma their third surviving child,
In 1902 Mary Emma herself died
following the birth of her only
surviving child Annie six months
previously. Annie’s grandparents
took Annie into their home and
loved her greatly which is said to
have ‘redeemed’ William. Mary must have been a resolute character. She
kept the family together by seaming stockings for the Cooperative Society
and being a very good needlewoman, was given the finest work, spending
hours stitching with a candle on one knee illuminating her efforts.

William & Mary with
grand-daughter Annie.
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William Adlington’s Children.

Hannah Adlington, the first of William and Mary’s five children was born
in 1865 but died at three years of age.

George
Burton
Adlington was
born in 1867,
married Adah
Gelsthorpe in 1888 and lived

at Worksop Nottinghamshire. He became the manager of the Singer
Sewing machine depot. After retirement he established his own sewing
machine repair business in Gateford Road which did well as he was highly
regarded locally and he continued with it until about a month before he
died aged 75. George was an active member of the Wesleyan Church.
He was particularly fond of music and sang not only in the Church choir
but also in the District Choral Society.

George Burton had four surviving children, plus George who died of a
scalding accident at 11 months. The oldest was Arthur who was a Master
Printer, working firstly in Coventry and
later returning to Worksop. The love of
music was passed to him and he had a
fine bass singing voice. His wife was
Beatrice Lovell who was a teacher prior
to being married. Arthur served in an
ambulance in the front line in the First
War. In a letter written during the big
offensive in 1915 he reports how

everyone
including
officers had
worked like Trojans continuously dealing with
the wounded from the previous Saturday until
Monday; there were “also a good few Germans,
some of them mere lads”. He also wondered “if
this move is really the last phase of the war,
what a blessing it would be if it is”. Sadly this
was not to be the case and his younger brother
William was killed at the front in 1917.

Arthur’s daughter Dorothy became a Civil
Service clerk, working in London throughout the
war years, “having a slight claim to fame” by

George Burton, Adah & Family

16 June 1916

Four generations 1923
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dealing with the paperwork for
research on the invention of
the bouncing bomb for the
Dam Busters’ raid. She
returned to Worksop when the
Ministry of National Insurance
was formed in 1948. In 1951
she married William Sidney
Roe who ran his own
successful plumbing business.
They had two sons, David a
self-employed computer
programmer and Chairman of
the Aylesbury branch of
CAMRA (Campaign for Real
Ale) and Peter who married a
Worksop girl and has two children. He lives in Maidenhead and works in
Corporate Strategy at British Telecom headquarters. Now in her 80s and
widowed, Dorothy looks back at enjoyable years when she sang in two
local choirs and working as a church organist. Her musical interest now
centres on tuning in to Classic FM.

George Burton’s third child Florence married Thomas Bailey who worked in
a company that supplied engineering products to the mining industry.

They did not have children and Thomas
socialised little with the rest of the
family. The youngest daughter Mary did
not marry and ran the nursing home in
Worksop where her uncle the Rev. Arthur
Adlington once recovered from a serious
illness.

Arthur Adlington 1869 – 1947. See a
following section for his life and family.

Mary
Emma
Adlington
was born in
1876 and
married
Andrew
Weston a coal miner in May
1897. The 1901 census
shows them living under the
same roof as her parents. Of
their three children John
Bernard died in infancy in
1898, as did his brother Ivan
the following year. Their
death certificates gave “infant atrophy” as the

Sid’s 80th birthday 1991 with Dorothy and family

George Burton with
Arthur at Worksop

Mary Emma with
her sister Annie
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cause but it has been suggested that it was the result of insufficient
breast-milk. Daughter Annie was born in 1901 and tragically Mary Emma
herself died in October of that year leaving the infant to be brought up by
the grandparents. Andrew married again in 1905 to Annie Fisher at
Pinxton Wharf. Mary Emma’s daughter Annie Weston went on to work in

a stocking factory and
married William Stevens.
They ran a fish and chip
shop in Derby originally
together with William’s
brother-in -law Arthur.
When Annie died in 1951
William very ably brought up
their daughter Joan then
aged 7. William was later
re-married to Irene Benton.

Joan Stevens lives in Kirton
Nottinghamshire, with her husband

John Catling, a musician who amongst other things teaches and arranges
music for choirs. Joan has had a varied career ranging from the Civil
Service at Oxford, to school helper going on to qualifying as a primary
teacher, training in accounts and
becoming an assessor, secretary and
marketing administrator. Since
retiring Joan has studied at the Open
University for a BSc; and is now
studying to become an Anglican
Reader. Their daughter Anne-Marie is
married to Adrian Czajkowski, a Legal
Executive. Anne-Marie is a free-lance
musician, teaching voice in three
public schools and has a private music
practise. She plays and has taught
the French horn and Piano. John And
Joan became grandparents when
Annie gave birth to Alexander on 11
November 2007.

Annie Elizabeth Adlington was born in 1885 and she started work in
domestic service aged 13. At the time of her marriage to Joe Hall
Goddard, the Buck family in Sutton employed her. Mr Buck was very
pleased with Annie. He left his workplace on the stroke of twelve, crossed
the yard and entered the house expecting his dinner ready and Annie
never failed him. T W Buck and Sons were publishers and printed the first
edition of the Nottingham. Free Press. Annie left to marry in October
1904. Joe was relieved as it was thought that the Buck household was
not a very suitable one as Mr Buck was reputed to have a lady friend and
an illegitimate child.

Annie & William Stevens with Joan Joan & John Catling with Anne
Marie & Adrian Czajkowski.
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Joe Hall Goddard had
started working down the
pit at 11, later joining his
father on colliery
maintenance. He
progressed to bricklaying,
then house-building and
eventually owned his own
business as an estate
agent in Worksop. He
was also a well regarded
Methodist Local Preacher.
Joe and Annie went on to
raise their family of four
children.

Firstly Aubrey who took over and
successfully developed his
father’s Estate Agency in

Worksop. The business was then
passed to his son Aubrey John, who
died prematurely in 2000. Aubrey’s
daughter Christine married Eric Lott,
a Methodist Minister and Professor.
They spent many years in India.
Eric has a number of books to his
credit, mainly on theology but also
on his hobby of bird photography.
He is much in demand and has
lectured widely, particularly in
America and India.

Secondly was Mary Goddard who started to
train as a nurse but a knee injury left her
unable to continue and changed course to join
her brother in her father’s business. She
married Wilfred Marshall who ultimately became
a chartered accountant after starting as a junior
employee and progressing to become Senior
Partner in his firm. He was much involved with
the scout movement and never happier than
when round the camp fire.

Their daughter Elizabeth is married to Charles
Daniel a chartered surveyor and they have
three adult children, Richard, Catherine and
Susannah (the latter qualified as Doctor at UCL
in 2006).

The sinking of No 3 shaft at Pinxton Colliery.
Joe sitting at front, his father & brother at
right front row.

Joe & Annie with Aubrey & Mary 1910

Aubrey & Marion with Christine &
Aubrey John 1954
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They have recently moved to Great Malvern, nearer to Catherine and hope
to enjoy their retirement there.

Mary and Wilfred’s other daughter, Rosemary, recently retired as a senior
systems analyst with Eaton’s department store in Toronto. She is married
to Tom Wilson. a Northern Irishman, who retired from his post as a
manager of Coates woollen mills and factories in North America.

Thirdly was Kathleen
Goddard who completed
her training as a nurse and
midwife. She married Cecil
Bartrop who was Company
Secretary of Steetley
Magnasite Co Ltd part of
the brick industry. His son
Christopher was directed
into engineering but David
and Robert went into
teaching. It is reported
that any visit to his sons
David and Richard is likely
to lead to a trip down the

Trent in a steam boat named Pentagin”..

Lastly is Joan Goddard who completed her
nursing training at Chesterfield and later
joined the Army Nursing Service. She, as
part of a group of nurses, landed on a beach
in Normandy in 1944 in a LCI (landing craft
infantry). As the ramp went down to wade
ashore a great shout went up. The soldiers
recognised them as the first batch of women
to land and sent an amphibious vehicle for
them. A marquee was already up and full of
wounded to be attended to. Later Joan was
posted from France
to a military
hospital in Kandy
Ceylon, from where
she was later given
compassionate
leave as her mother
was ill. The pilot of

the plane taking her home and subsequently her
husband was none other than Jeff Gray, the
valuable contributor to this history.

Jeff spent 40 years at the ‘sharp end’ of flying
which he loved, finishing in flight training that he
enjoyed less. He started as a Lancaster bomber
pilot, transferring later to Transport command.

Kathleen & Cecil Bartrop with Richard,
Christopher & David 1956

Joan Goddard.
Somewhere in Belgium
Nov. 1944

Jeffrey Gray 1945
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After the war he moved to BOAC where he finished a long career as a
Senior Captain flying Tri-Stars. Jeff and Joan’s oldest son Robert is in
computers and set up systems for Air New Zealand where he lives. Their
second son Charles lives in Shipston-on-Stour and is a motor engineer
working for all the various transformations of Rover/British Leyland,
starting with MG and finishing with Land Rover. Their third child, Helen
has retrained as a nurse having been in the Army Intelligence Corps. Her
husband Howard was a career officer in the army who served in many
places including Malaya during the emergency and in the Outer Hebrides
missile firing range.

Joe & Annie Goddard’s Golden Wedding. 30 Oct. 1954.
Back row – Mary & Wilfred Marshall, Christine Goddard, Christopher Bartrop,
Aubrey, John & Marion Goddard, Kathleen & Cecil Bartrop, Joan, Jeffrey &
Helen Gray. Front row – Richard & David Bartrop, Robert Gray, Joe & Annie
Goddard, Stephen Gray, Elizabeth Marshall.
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Arthur Adlington.
8 Oct 1869 – 20 March 1947.

Arthur, the second son of William Adlington came from a poor mining
background in Hucknall Nottinghamshire. My father thought that there
were close parallels between Arthur’s early life and that described in DH
Lawrence’s Sons and Lovers. Lawrence came from a similar mining
background close to Hucknall, at Eastwood. The novel is a wonderful
piece of writing and is closely auto-biographical, particularly in describing
his early life. This shows in fine detail how lives were lived in a small
mining community and would have been very similar to that lived by
Arthur’s family. The main Lawrence character is Paul Morell whose father
is a drunk and who becomes almost completely marginalized from the
family; the same can be said for Arthur’s father William. In contrast, his
mother is an educated and cultured person and the dominating influence
on his life, similar in many ways to how Arthur regarded his mother Mary.
When he was 13 Paul’s mother took him to Nottingham to find him a job
to prevent him from going down the pit. Arthur’s mother did the same
but failed to find him a position, with the result that he spent many years
as a miner before conviction and hard study set the course for the rest of
his life.

Arthur was a highly accomplished,
capable and academically clever man.
His sister Annie wrote “when Arthur had
an evening home he seemed to be
always reading and writing but when our
brother, George came in he would join
in a game with us”. He customarily took
a bible down the pit in quiet times to
read (and read to others). Even with
the support of his mother and from his
minister at Huthwaite, it was an
immense achievement to study himself
out of the pit. When qualifying as a
minister he was the top man in his year
in Greek and Hebrew adding Latin later
and he also had the unusual distinction
of being accepted into the ministry
without attending college. He studied
for the rest of his life and is reported as
speaking to German prisoners in their
own language. There are accounts too
of his ability with finance with his
systematically resolving crippling debts
in various churches. Notably he found
his last Circuit (a local group of churches
and Chapels) at Stockton-on-Tees
crippled with debt. He tackled this and
by the time he left in 1943 the debt was

Arthur at Nottingham
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almost completely gone, partially by the bold taking over of two Churches
from the neighbouring Middlesbrough Circuit.

Arthur must also have been a
physically strong man to have
coped with work as a miner
from the age of 13 to 29. He
only gave up as a full-time
Methodist Minister in 1945 at
the age of 75. He was six feet
tall and loved walking.
Holidays took him tramping
long distances in Scotland, the
Lake District and the South
Downs. My father in the
memoir recounts how he was
probably the only person ever
to have carried an old-
fashioned bicycle over Kinder
Scout as a never to be

repeated attempt at a short-cut to a
far-flung chapel in his geographically

spread responsibility. In those days the Peak District roads were not
made up, being limestone and covered in dust. It was not unusual for
him to arrive at his destination covered in white muck having taken a
‘spill’.

His marriage and family life were very happy. His children all
remembered the fun they had; although his life was busy he always found
time for them. He clearly loved children and had a talent for inventing
games for them from simple materials. They played all sorts of games too
as a family and his big hands are remembered holding cards over the
table. They also enjoyed lots of music together and all sang a great deal
he having a “fine tenor voice”.

His Ministry

Arthur’s Christian faith and service were central to his life. The memoir
reports his conversion when he was 21 “the love of God flooded my soul;
this is one of the sweetest memories of my life” and that “if He would
have him, he would serve him while he lived”. He then followed this
calling in the Sunday school, leader of the Mission Band and as a local
preacher. Aged 29 he became a full-time evangelist in Nottingham, not
finding it easy at the start as “the chapel was very poorly attended, he
was shy and a great part of the work was visiting strangers house to
house”. By the end of five years “a vigorous mission-band had been
formed, class meetings, prayer-meetings were well attended, the large
chapel was practically filled and conversions were very frequent”.

He was fully ordained in 1907-aged 37 or 38. There are many tributes to
his success as a minister and to how highly he was regarded. Such

Litton Chapel Derbyshire 1908 –
could this be the famous bicycle?
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quotations as “the finest man I know, I owe more to him than to any man
living” abound in the memoir. He was a great success as a preacher and
was particularly keen on outdoor meetings. A colleague writes that “I
frequently heard him preach and what great preaching it was! Elegance
of diction and rules of oratory as such he did not worry about, but his
sermons abound in phrases of singular felicity and studded with rare gems
of thought”. At Clydebank he conducted Sunday evening services at the
town hall with about a thousand present, most of them not in the habit of
attending any place of worship.

It is of course impossible to assess
correctly the true personality and
character of someone long gone and
where the main source is a memoir
written by his recent widow. The memoir
was written as a tribute but I feel that it
rings true regarding his character and
work and which does not exaggerate his
impact on numerous individuals and on
the many congregations during his long
Ministry. I also believe that he
maintained his essential humility. He was
not a stranger to self-doubt and
maintained that friends had greater faith
in him than he had in himself. Neither do
I find it difficult to believe that he had a

sympathetic understanding of the imperfections and failings of others. It
is also reported that he had a talent for visiting the sick, giving great
comfort and that he spent much time in correspondence, particularly to
those in the forces in two world wars. There is no doubt however that
Arthur hardly lacked fortitude and could become very angry indeed when
confronted by the ill-treatment of weaker people as shown by this next
account by his son, my uncle Ernest.

“I remember when I was little more than
sixteen walking home late with Father down a
back street in Shadwell; as we were passing a
crowded public house, the doors opened and a
woman literally rolled out across the pavement
to the gutter where she lay helplessly drunk.
Without a moment’s delay, Father ran across
the road and pushing open the door of the
public house, called out in a voice that rose
high above the din, asking for the landlord and
demanding to know why he permitted a
woman to get into that condition. I felt
anxious for Father’s safety and was relieved to
see him come out unharmed. In fact, we
always felt concern for him, especially in the
East End of London, for none could deter him
from a line of action if he felt it was his duty”.
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Re-marriage to Florence Hobbs.

Two years after the
tragic death of
Arthur’s first wife,
Arthur married
Florence Hobbs. The
story goes that when
he announced to his
family that he was
going to re-marry they
were all quite pleased.
They thought that this
would be to the
housekeeper Miss
Robson, but it came
as a shock when
instead it was to be to

Miss Hobbs the Deaconess. This did not go down at all well with my
father and his brothers and sisters. Arthur suggested that they call her
‘mother’ but they could not bring themselves to do this and called her the
Latin Mater instead. Mater was what she was known as in the family ever
after. Her cooking attempts caused much amusement but her background
would hardly have prepared her for large-scale catering. The memories
passed on are of course one-sided and she would have been too dutiful to
have recorded her view of this situation.

I only met my step-
grandmother Florence, the
author of the Memoir when
I was quite a small child
when she was very old and
living together with her
sister, a Miss Hobbs, in a
nursing home in London
Road, Maidstone, Kent.
She was a very upright,
prim and proper person,
with all her wits about her,
there are very lucid and
full condolence letters
written by her aged 96.
She was not renowned for
her generosity, I
remember once receiving a
small book of stamps as a
Christmas present – not too useful for a boy of 8 or so. She lived to be
103 and had been deeply upset when the local paper announced her
century with a headline over her picture “Delicate Florrie 100”. She was
Mrs Florence Adlington.

Arthur & Florence –
probably taken in Stepney
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Florence Hobbs came from a
prosperous background, her
parents owned a printing
company in Maidstone. She
was a Volunteer Sister or
Deaconess at the East End
Mission where Arthur was
based. This is the sort of
occupation that middle class
spinster ladies had in those
days through their religious
conviction.

Apparently she was a kind person who was a good support for Arthur. It
has been put to me that her problem was that she lacked ‘warmth’,
whereas in contrast Arthur exuded it – “goodness and consideration
shining from him”.

Illnesses and death

Ill-health features much during Arthur’s ministry and he suffered many
illnesses which, it is said he endured with fortitude. In August 1921 his
family advised that to stay in the East End would endanger his health and
he moved to the Mid-Norfolk Mission, a wide Circuit extending over 35
miles. “Cycling was arduous, but the country air did him much good”.
While at Doncaster in 1924/27 he contracted pneumonia and was nursed
to recovery by his brother George’s daughter Mary who ran a nursing
home at Worksop. When living at Long Eaton in 1933/37 he had a very
serious operation with near fatal relapses but here too made a marvellous
recovery. Shortly after arriving at Stockton in 1937 his chest trouble put
him to bed but he recovered yet again. Arthur died in March 1947 of
cardiac thrombosis. He was still acting as a local preacher close to the
end and also reading Schiller in German at about that time.

Where Arthur served as a Minister

Methodism was founded as an attempt to reform the
Anglican Church. Its founder John Wesley was
deeply concerned that the established Church did not
reach many parts of Britain such as newer industrial
and mining areas. Abuses were also prevalent in the
Anglican Church owing to permanent livings and
Bishops patronage. He therefore set up a system
where his Ministers regularly had to move to
different places. Hence Arthur Adlington’s
perambulations from on end of the country to
another, demonstrated by the list below of his
travels with his family.

100th Birthday with Ernest,
Ellen, Winnie & John
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1898. Nottingham Mission. Halifax Place Chapel
c1903 Stepney Temple. East End London Mission.
c1905 Tideswell. Derbyshire.
1908 Clydebank. Claremont Street Circuit.
1911 Barrow-in–Furness. Kings Hall.
1914 East End London. St George’s Chapel, Cable St.
1920 Mid-Norfolk Mission.
1924 Doncaster. Oxford Place Circuit.
1927 Liskeard
1930 Ashby-de-la-Zouch. Leicestershire.
1933 Ilkeston – lived at Long Eaton.
1937 Stockton-on-Tees.
1944 Bexhill-on-Sea. Semi-retired.
1945 Fully retired at Bexhill.
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Arthur & Fanny Blyth
Adlington’s Five children –
John, Hector, Ernest, Ellen
& Winnie.
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Arthur Adlington’s Children.

Arthur had five surviving children who formed a very close and happy
family. He was an enormous influence on them and they thought the
world of ‘Pa’.

John Adlington. 11 June 1896 – 20 March 1993.

Of Arthur Adlington’s sons, John was the most
gifted academically. He had a phenomenal
memory and range of knowledge,
demonstrated by his reaching at the age of 77
the finals of the radio Brain of Britain Contest;
only to be knocked out by a man who not only
knew everything but also was up to speed on
horse racing and television programmes. John
studied in his spare time gaining a First Class
Honours in history BA in 1924 at London
University and then his MA in 1928. His
learning was
comprehensive,
reading original
French and

German works. He must have read on
average two books a week for most of his
long life. He wrote up a page or so on
everything he read and his ‘literary journal’
eventually amounted to scores of volumes.
John was not assertive or ambitious and did
not push himself forward and was subjected
to much affectionate ribbing by his numerous
relations. It cannot be imagined that he ever
consciously did anything to harm anyone. He
was a good, dedicated teacher but would
have possibly been happier as a librarian or
university Don.

Music was another passion and he was a
very good classical pianist having studied at
the Guildhall School of Music. Walking was
also very important; he celebrated his
retirement in 1963 by walking from Land’s
End to John o’ Groats in 45 days. Aged 90
he could still keep up a cracking pace for 10
miles or so. John was an avid stamp
collector, specializing in British
Commonwealth new issues from the 1920s
to the 1950s and regularly attended auctions
in London. He was for many years the local

John as a baby

John aged 90
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treasurer for the Worker’s Educational Association and also treasurer for
the remnant of a political organisation, the Common Wealth Party.

Like all his family John moved up and down
the country as a child. Two places made a
lasting impression on his life. Tideswell
became a family standing joke as nowhere
compared to it in his eyes and he re-visited it
often. His three years of schooling there took
place in a large class under the thorough
guidance of the headmaster Mr Hadfield. John
writes “I remember him starting us off on
Scott’s Ivanhoe explaining all the difficult
words in the first chapter such as
‘obstreperous’ and ‘antagonist’. To him I owe
innumerable items of general knowledge,
particularly in history and geography”. He
also remembered the first car in Tideswell
proudly setting out to Miller’s Dale, only to return later towed back by a
farmer’s cart. .

Clydebank was formative too and he had many happy
memories of exploring for miles around with his
siblings. The schools were less easy-going and he
remarked later “there is little doubt that this strictly
utilitarian education has done much to contribute to the
greatness of Scotland. Whether however this rigid
system was education in its true sense is very
doubtful”. He was in the top class and went on to
Glasgow High School, lodging with a local family for a
while after Arthur moved on.

He qualified as a teacher at Westminster College in August 1916. For a
short time he was conscripted into the Hampshire Regiment but was
quickly sent back as he was very small for his age; not growing fully until
after 21 (at age 16 his school report reported his weight as being 5 stone
11 pounds and height only 4 foot 9 inches). This
almost certainly saved his life as few men aged 18
in 1914 survived the war. He taught in London
Primary schools until he retired. The schools were
tough and included long spells at the later
notorious Rising Hill Street and at the Stoke
Newington schools of Princess May Road and
Fleetwood. In 1939 he was evacuated with his
school to what was then in the depths of the
country at Shephall, now part of Stevenage New
Town. By the time the bombs started dropping, as
most of the children had returned to London, he
was back in Stoke Newington. He then fire-
watched and helped run a rest-centre for people

Switzerland 1930s

John 1910

Fleetwood School 1961
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that had been bombed out. The devastation was so bad that at one point
a squad of the Pioneer Corps from Newcastle sent to clear away the
rubble were quickly removed as their nerves were not up to it.

John met May Davie, a teacher, on a walking
tour in Switzerland and they married in 1937;
after which she was firmly in control. May’s
family were shoe makers from Leicestershire
but her father became the Congregational
minister of Lower Darwen Lancashire, where
she was brought up. They set up home at 58
Priory Rd. Hornsey where he remained after
May’s death in 1977 until moving into the
Methodist Home for the Aged at Muswell Hill.
They had two sons.

The eldest son Philip, together with his brother
survived an early assassination attempt by

Hitler when a nearby bomb blew in the windows and
front door around him in Hornsey. Philip spent most of his working life at
Heward & Dean, a wholesale tool and trade supplier in Tottenham. For a
long period his ran the school supply side of the business. In his younger
days Philip became an expert in steam trains, seeing and photographing
every locomotive in Britain and in
much else of the world. His main
interest now is ornithology and in an
aim to see as many species of birds as
possible has visited some of the
remoter parts of the planet. Philip
married Joan Morrlly on 6 June 1978,
who worked for many years in the
Inland Revenue Valuation Office
dealing with the valuation of land and
buildings for taxation purposes. They
live in Enfield.

The younger son Richard, a man with no
grounds for boasting of formal academic
achievement, spent his working life in
retailing. He worked for Gamage’s of
Holborn, Selfridges and spent two years at
Eaton’s of Canada and the Hudson’s Bay Co.
Most of his career was as a manager with
the John Lewis Partnership where for the last
few years he was an elected Director of the
Board. His main interests are the collection
of material on historical European military
uniforms and climbing hills. In 2006 he
became a Munroist having completed the
284 Scottish mountains over 3000 feet. He
has been on the Management Boards of
Voluntary Organisations.

With May Davie

Philip & Joan 1981

Judy, Richard, Sophie
& John 2004
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Firstly Richard married Grace Hunter a retail
trainer whose family came from E. Sussex
and now live in Sydney. Grace was a kind
and gentle soul who sadly spent the last
years of her life in the fine care of the
Leonard Cheshire Foundation following a
serious post operative condition. Prior to
this she had the great joy of giving birth in
1977 to John. John gained his MA at St.
Andrews University and did a post-graduate
year at Oxford Brooks University. He is
currently living in Tunbridge Wells and
producing street maps for A-Z for a living,
but plans to return to Scotland soon.
Richard married secondly Judy Bryant
another retail manager who now works for a voluntary organisation
dealing with homelessness. Judy spent much of her childhood in
Singapore where her father worked in naval supply for the Ministry of
Defence. They live in Edinburgh with their delightful daughter Sophie who
is fully committed to playing with her friends and to horse riding.

Hector Adlington. 1898 – 1939.

Hector trained as a carpenter at the London
College of Furniture in Whitechapel before
becoming a woodwork teacher. His work
was slow and meticulous and there are
some examples of his superb often inlaid
furniture around the family. In the Great
War he served in the Royal Horse Artillery in
France, not
being released
until 1919
when he was
part of the
Rhine

occupation army. He loved motor cycles,
never married and lived in North London.
Although his chest was weakened by his war
service, he apparently did not look after
himself and would not visit his doctor prior
to his death of pneumonia.

Ernest Adlington. 16 June 1900 – 25 September. 1993.

Ernest was highly capable, practical and well-balanced, who achieved
much in a long and full life. He was very entertaining, with a wonderful
sense of humour. Ernest often greeted people with a ready quip and told
many funny stories, one of which is recounted here. At the age of 87, he
received an invitation from friends to attend their 25th wedding
anniversary. Ernest replied: “Thank you for your kind invitation to attend

Grace & John 1979
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your silver wedding anniversary. Unfortunately we will be unable to
attend due to a previous engagement. However, I have consulted my
diary and would be delighted to attend your Golden wedding anniversary
on 3rd June 2012. The only other event I have on that day is harp
practise!”

He could play just about anything by ear on
the piano (his brother John whom he saw as
a mentor taught him). Not short of his own
opinions and ideas, he was a really good
listener who was genuinely interested in
other people and what they thought. He
often referred to his early childhood life and
was strongly influenced by the Christian
family in which he was raised. They played
many practical jokes on family and friends.
In 1930 from a job in the stock exchange
(which he never really enjoyed nor did he
think it suited him), he became involved in
youth club work. These were the years of
the depression. He loved youth work and
devoted nearly
60 years of his

life to it. His first professional club
appointment was at Windsor in 1933 and then
four years later he transferred to Chalfont St.
Peter and built it into one of the showpiece
clubs of the Country. From that club he was
proud of taking the first group of boys to
Germany as a token of reconciliation. He was
Founder/Chairman of the Chesham Citizen’s
Advice Bureau and of ‘Probus’ a professional
businessman’s club. He also founded the
Ashley Green Community Centre. In 1979 he
was awarded the MBE for his work with youth.
When he retired in 1955 to support his wife
Christina as school bursar, he continued in
voluntary club work. Ernest also served as an
organist to many different churches in their
community for over 40 years

Ernest married in 1930 D. Christina Perrett (12
December 1908 – 13 October 2002), who was
born in Alexander Road, North London. She
won a scholarship to the Camden School for
Girls where she became head girl, went to
London University, obtained and Honours
Degree in English and became a teacher. She
and Ernest met through a church youth group.
In 1937 they moved to Chesham in
Buckinghamshire and in 1938 founded the
Chesham Preparatory School with seven pupils,

Ernest 21

In mourning 1919
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first in Chesham but soon after at their home at Orchard Leigh outside the
town. Both Ernest and Christina worked very hard and the school soon
began to grow,
ultimately to some 400 pupils, with premises expanding ten-fold. They
formed a Charitable Trust in 1967 and appointed Trustees to run the
school following their retirement in 1973. The school continues to be very
successful.

In 1950 Christina
became a Magistrate
and served on the
Chesham Bench for
some 27 years and
would invite young
offenders whom she felt
would benefit from a
better home
environment to live with
her family. In addition
to four of their own
children, they fostered
Ruth and Tim Randall in
1950. During WW2,
many families also lived
with the Adlingtons at

Orchard Leigh house and their children were educated at the school.
Christina was very active in both the Methodist and the Anglican Churches
and became a Lay Reader in the Parish of St. Mary’s Chesham after
retiring. Both Ernest and Christina were influential and active in their
community, always working together as a team.

Their eldest son David (born 14 September
1933), spent most of his working life outside.
He “could not wait” to leave High Wycombe
Grammar School and started working on local
farms aged 15. After his National Service in
the Royal Artillery, he travelled the world for
four years where he worked at whatever came
his way, including driving combine-harvesters
on the Canadian prairie, on sites building a
dam in Australia and an airport in New
Zealand. On returning to Britain David worked
on civil
engineering
projects until
he met his
wife Freda
Williams.
They have

now lived in the same house in Great
Gransden, near Sandy Bedfordshire for
the last 45 years. For 26 years he

David & Freda

David & Freda
with Roger & Sally
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managed a farm in Huntingdonshire. Freda was in catering but loves
taking part in drama. Since retiring, David helps out his son Roger, a
builder, with heavy work such as cement
mixing. Their daughter Sally enjoyed being a
medical secretary for a child psychiatrist. There
are three grandchildren.

The second son Stephen, like all of Ernest and
Christina’s children worked hard when growing
up mowing lawns, cutting hedges and many
other contributions. Stephen looks back on his
childhood fondly and with great admiration for
his parents. It has sometimes been said that he
inherited his father’s sense of humour and he
also loves to tell funny stories. After leaving
Berkhamstead School, he worked with a British
Leyland and Rolls Royce motor group in London,
later becoming Regional Sales Manager and
General Manager. He served as a Trustee of Chesham Preparatory School
for 14 years. For relaxation, Stephen played the clarinet in a local jazz

band. He married Diana Mayo in 1964 and
they had two children, Simon and Sarah.
They were divorced in 1978. In 1979 Diana
remarried and subsequently emigrated to
New Zealand with the children.

On 19 October 2000 Stephen was remarried
to Jean Matson (nee Griffett), an alumni of
Chesham Preparatory School where they had
met some fifty years earlier. Jeannie was
the widow of Dr. Raymer Matson, an
American Presbyterian Minister in a suburb of
Kansas City where Stephen and Jeannie now
reside. Jeannie has two children, David, who

lives nearby and Laura in Indiana who is married to Travis Parks and has
two children, Dawson Samuel and Mary Elizabeth.

Stephen travels
whenever
possible to see
his children and
their families.
Simon lives in
New Zealand
with his wife
Penny and their
two children,
Ben Stephen
and Finn Peter.

Simon works for the Nelson newspaper and
enjoys riding mountain bikes. Sarah after
finishing school in New Zealand went to

Stephen & Jeannie

Simon & family

Sarah & family

David’s grandchildren –
Michael, Ellen & Nicholas
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University in Brisbane Australia where she earned her Batchelor’s and
Master’s degrees. She now lives in Sydney with her husband Marcus Crow
and has postponed her business career to raise their son Jamie.

Ernest’s youngest son Mark has a very
generous nature and has always from his
early childhood given selflessly to others. He
worked hard to help and support Ernest and
Christina both in the school and in their many
activities. He cared for them at home until
their deaths, both at the age of ninety-three.
Mark has been connected with many charities
and gives much of his spare time helping the
physically and mentally disabled. He works
full time for the charity SCOPE. He has a
great interest in London Transport buses and
underground trains. Out of very basic
ingredients, Mark makes, by hand, working,
models of tube trains and other displays. He

also enjoys driving veteran London Transport buses at special public
events.

Mary is the youngest child and only daughter of Ernest and Christina.
Mary married John Axon in 1975 and they have three children, Beth, Tom
and Rosie. Mary travelled widely in her twenties and then trained as a
social worker. She continued this work while her children were at school
but in recent years has qualified as a counsellor. John has now retired
from being a Director of the Performing Right Society. The family home is
at South Cottage in Ashley Green, a couple of miles from Chesham
Preparatory school where Mary was born. The family moved there in
1981 and it has been the scene of many wonderful Adlington reunions and
family parties.

Beth graduated
from Cardiff
University with a
degree in English
language and
communications.
She has spent
considerable time
travelling and in
Australia with her
cousin Sarah.
She now has
bought a house in
London and
works in Public
Relations. Tom
trained in
countryside
management and

Mary & family

Mark with Great Nephew
Nicholas
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then spent two years travelling the world with the formula 1 racing team.
He is now a policeman and has bought a house in Chesham. Tom is a
talented musician and enjoys cycling and canoeing. Rosie went to
Liverpool University and gained a degree in Music and English. She then
spent several more years working in the music industry in Liverpool
before going to live in Spain. She is currently planning to return to
England and train as a music therapist.

Mary is a dedicated organic gardener, environmentalist and dog walker
and at one time owned her own business specialising in the conservation
of wild flowers. Mary and John are very involved in local village life. Mary
has carried on her father’s connections with the Ashley Green Community
Association and John is a parish councillor. In recent years they have
bought a cottage in Blythburgh, Suffolk where they enjoy their pastimes
of dog walking, cycling and (bravely) swimming in the North Sea.

David, Mary Mark & Stephen
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Ellen Adlington. 11 October. 1903 – 12 March 1980

Ellen was a lovely lady, never well-off in material
things but rich in every other way. She made good
friends wherever she went and was a very kind and
good-natured person, who always thought of others
before herself. Ellen was an excellent mother and
was never happy unless she had plenty to do and
was working hard. She was an active member of all
the churches she attended, making many visits to
the sick and bereaved. Having a good contralto
voice, she had many happy years singing in good
choirs.

Like her brothers and sister, Ellen moved around a great deal as a child.
Her early 20’s were spent at Liskeard but it was at Doncaster where she
met her husband John Burgoine. Their marriage in 1933, which John later

described as “the best day’s work in my
life” was delayed for several years while
John paid off his father’s debts;
something he was not obliged to do.
John Burgoine, a proud Yorkshire man,
had quiet authority and complete
integrity. Not a rider, he joined the
Enniskillen Dragoons in 1914 and
served right through to 1918. He
almost never
talked about the
war but once
mentioned that
he took part in
the only
attempted

cavalry charge on the Western Front. Someone
thought that this would be a good idea at the time
and he was one of the few to get back together
with his horse. It was common for ‘old soldiers’ to
be given safer jobs to keep them alive towards the
end and he was later put on cooking duties. He
detested the timing of the Armistice Ceremony at
the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the
eleventh month. He thought that it had been
delayed for dramatic effect and that good men
died while waiting for it to happen.

Ellen 25

John 17
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John was a fine draughtsman
who trained as a Church
decorator and later started a
painting and decorating
business in Doncaster.
Business being poor there, he
moved to London in 1947.
Ellen and their two sons
followed in 1950 to live in
Eynham Road, Shepherd’s
Bush. To help out with
finances, Ellen worked at the
Western Hospital Doncaster
and later initially as an

Auxiliary at Hammersmith Hospital and then until 70 or so, on the
haberdashery counter at Derry & Toms and Barker’s Kensington. Ellen
and John made considerable sacrifices to enable their two sons to go to
university at Southampton both of whom went on to do well in life.

The eldest son David after earning his BSc. went on to gain an MSc in Civil
Engineering; his subject being arched dams. His first job was working on
the Monar Dam project in Scotland but he spent almost his entire working
life as a Civil Engineer in North America. He was mainly engaged in large
hydro-electric and other generating schemes and travelled extensively on
projects in Newfoundland, Labrador, Montreal, Harrisburg, Florida and the
Houston Mass Transit Scheme. He lived in Montreal, New York, Buffalo
and Houston but finished in retirement running his parent-in-law’s citrus
farm in La Feria in the far south of Texas but was still involved in
consultancy for schemes in such places as Azerbaijan and Armenia.

David married firstly Eyrena Brozozog who came from Nassau in the
Bahamas and secondly Jean Orr a teacher from Texas. David and Jean
have an adopted son, Dennis. As a busy, competent and willing person he
became fully involved in many activities in La Feria including being
treasurer of the local Methodist Church. He was also active in the City
Government serving on several committees and commissions, including

the Christmas Parade and
president of the Industrial
Development Council. He
chaired the cultural
portion of the Fiesta for
several years,
coordinating speakers
and school displays of art
and social studies. He
retained his Yorkshire
accent to the end. David
died suddenly and
unexpectedly from a
heart attack in 2005.David & Jean
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The second son Alan’s career was in
Local Government in East London. After
gaining an economics degree he became
a qualified town planner, but spent most
of his working career as a corporate
planner, ending up as Assistant Chief
Executive for many years at Waltham
Forest. Here his reserved manner was
fully used to obscure his efficiency and
skill in ensuring everyone came round to
his own way of thinking. Alan has many
interests including playing the piano,

competitive tennis, social
bridge, walking and since
retirement average (in his

words) golf and an interest in local history.
In 2006 he was one of the few tennis
players to become President of the
Buckhurst Hill Bowling and Lawn Tennis
Club. Alan married Mary Allen from a very
large agricultural family in Devon who
worked with children with special needs.

They live
at
Woodford
Green and have two married sons.
Peter lives at Wellingborough and was in
sales but has recently changed to
basketball coaching. Michael lives at
Stansted Mountfitchet and has his own
recruitment consultancy business for the
computer industry. They each have two
children.

Winifred (Winnie) Mary Adlington. 20 April 1905 – 28 November.
1998.

Winnie was always great fun and the liveliest and most independent of the
family. She did not get on with her step-mother ‘Mater’ which is not
surprising as temperamentally they would have been at opposite ends of
the scale. She married firstly Leonard Hunt who worked in the City and
he travelled to work on the train together with Ernest. They lived in
Rushmoor outside Chesham. Being a conscientious objector, Leonard
took up farming in Sussex, together with Winnie in 1939. To the
disappointment of the family who liked Leonard, they divorced in 1947.
Perhaps Winnie was not a natural for the muddy farming life with large
numbers of people to feed including Italian prisoners of war. I have also
heard it said that the difficulties were caused by Winnie either not wanting

Alan & Mary

Peter & family

Michael & family
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or not being able to have children but
Leonard also met at some point (and
subsequently married) a landgirl Joan
Burton. Thereafter Winnie lived in a flat at
Frognell, Hampstead and enjoyed life as a
secretary for a professor at the Tavistock
psychiatric Clinic. Later she worked for the
Royal Opera House.

Much later in life Winnie was transformed
to being Mary when she married Jack
Underwood, a widower with family, who
she had previously met on a cruise. Jack
was a pleasant, highly organised man, an
accountant, strong socialist and owner of a
small hotel. They later retired to Bexhill to
a road that Mary decided was too quiet and
she went from door to door telling (not
asking) all the residents that they were
going to have a street party. This became
a regular, highly successful and probably

uproarious event. She also became a busy member of the Little Common
Methodist Church where her father Arthur had finished up as Minister.

Winnie & Leonard

With Ernest & John
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Corrections & Extra Material.

Page 16 Fanny Blyth should of course include her surname of Utting.

Page 27 Christopher Bartrop b. 1941 was firstly married to Ann Fenoughty
b.15.9.39 who died in 1990. Christopher remarried in 1997 to Sylvia Hallam b. 1947.
Somehow Sylvia has slipped down the tree to Simon who is unmarried. Chris’s
daughter Katherine (note spelling), married on 7.6.07 Alex

Page 28 News from Charles and Elizabeth Daniel. 2007 was a year of great
events with daughter Catherine marrying Robin Linch at Clearwell Castle in the
Forest of Dean in March and son Richard marrying Rebecca Simpson at Lancaster in
August. Not to be outdone their younger daughter Susanna became engaged to
Kevin Dyer and they plan to marry in California in May next year. They met in
Africa where Susannah was completing her last year of medical training. Charles and
Elizabeth have kindly sent two pictures firstly of their own wedding in 1972 and
secondly of Wilfred Marshall to Mary Goddard in 1939

In 2008 Mary Adlington, Alan Burgoine and Richard Adlington located the grave of
Fanny Blyth Utting. It is located at the City of London Cemetery Ilford Essex;
Number 90908 in Square 99. Here is a picture of the group and of the inscription.










